The world's 20 most incredible
luxury hotels for honeymooners
There’s nothing like the thundering 21-gun salute of a royal
wedding to signal the start of the summer nuptials season. Royal
honeymoons have certainly become increasingly far-flung with the
passing years. The late Queen Mother honeymooned at her own
home, Glamis Castle in Scotland, where she came down with
whooping cough. The Queen stalked deer at Lord Mountbatten’s
estate in Hampshire. Prince Charles and the late Diana, Princess of
Wales, opted for a Mediterranean cruise on the Royal Yacht
Britannia.
But this was before the age of the private island resort. Prince
William and Kate were the change-makers, splurging on a private
atoll in the Seychelles where guests can watch turtles nesting on
the beaches from their plunge pools. It signalled a departure from
royal protocol.
The bookies are tipping Namibia, with its lonely desert landscapes
and abundant wildlife. But the guessing game is so much more fun
when you widen the net.
From Africa’s most exclusive wilderness lodges to the world’s most
lavish private islands, here is Telegraph Travel’s pick of the best
honeymoon hotels fit for royalty.

8. Cotton House, Mustique
One of the few luxury hotels on the mellow, mangrove-braided
island of Mustique, so adored by Britain’s aristocracy. It’s cute as a
button, all sugar-pink walls and fluttering muslin, and even the
entry-level cottages – with their secluded, lush verandas and white
four-poster beds – are wonderful for honeymooning couples.
Duplex suites have plunge pools and balconies designed with
couples’ spa treatments in mind. Make sure your stay includes a
Tuesday night – pretty much the entire island attends a
complimentary cocktail party.
Best time to go: May, June and Nov
Seven nights’ half-board costs from £2,385pp through Carrier
(0161 492 1354; carrier.co.uk)
• Read the full review: Cotton House

Colonial charm meets contemporary comfort at the Cotton House.

